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A note from Mr Cox, Mrs Brewer and Mr Finlay,
Hello and welcome to St Mary’s news.
Welcome to October’s newsletter. Since I last wrote the children have been working very hard and I have
seen some great work going on in classes, including bread making, persuasive writing and learning to tell
the time.
As you may be aware October is Black History Month and in school each class will focus on key historical
figures who had a huge, positive impact on equality for all. In Key Stage 2 the children will also spend
some time looking at and discussing the Black Lives Matters movement, where and why it originated and
how we all deserve to be treated equally. To support this work in school I have attached to the school
website a parent guide on Black Lives Matter.
Remote Learning.
Just to give everyone a quick update on remote learning. We now have the system set up and I hope you have all
been able to register the children’ accounts. The staff have been spending staff meeting time familiarising
themselves with Seesaw and Its potential, should we need to switch to it soon. In the long term we will be
integrating Seesaw more into the day to day running of the school. As part of the checking and development of the
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
school use of Seesaw the teachers will be putting a task on for next week so that the children can also get
experience of using Seesaw. Should you have any technical issues, or need another copy of your child’s home
learning code, then please let us know and we will help to sort it out.
School Uniform
Can I take this opportunity to ask that all hair bands are either plain blue, white or black and that children do not
wear any form of makeup or nail varnish in school.
Mobile Phones
I understand that a number of our older children are bring mobile phones in to school as they are walking to school
on their own. As of Monday, all I would ask is that they are clearly identifiable as Miss Morris will be collecting them
in on arrival and handing them out again at the end of the day.
PARENTS EVENING
We have had a number of people ask about Parents Evening. I am sorry about the delay in getting information out. We
have, as part of the Trust purchased ‘School Cloud Video Parents Evening’. Once this has been installed we will be in a
position to hold parents evening remotely. Thank you for your patience and I will keep everyone posted .
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Absence during term time:
Absence during term time will not be authorised unless there are very exceptional circumstances and
never at the following times:
• KS1 & KS2 SATS assessments;
• if the pupil should be taking external examinations including GCSE module examinations;
• if attendance is under 96%;
• if there would be more than 10 days absence in any academic year.
If absences are not authorised, and they are still taken in the first instance a warning is issued. If a
further unauthorised absence occurs then a penalty notice will be issued. If an unauthorised holiday
is taken, no further absences will be authorised without medical evidence. If the absence is not
authorised the parent will be notified in writing, by post or email.
The Headteacher, will be responsible for overseeing the Penalty Notice Request.
Penalty Notices for Holidays
In line with the amendments made to The Education (Penalty Notices) (England) Regulations 2007
please note the following:
• The Headteacher can now request that the local authority issue a Penalty Notice to parents,
when pupils are taken out of school for 5 or more day’s holiday or leave of absence without
school authorisation.
• The amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the
notice, rising to £120 when paid within 28 days.
• If the Penalty Notice is not paid within 28 days the local authority is then obliged to prosecute
for failing to ensure regular school attendance.
• Penalty notices are issued to each parent, for each pupil.
The Education Welfare Service can also instigate legal proceeding against parents under section 444
Education Act 1996 or apply to family proceeding court for an Education Supervision Order to secure
regular attendance.

Celebrations
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What we have done well
In Reception we are very proud of our phonics learning and that we are choosing to use our phonics
during independent learning.
This week in Year 1 we are very proud of and really enjoyed our bread making.
In Year 2 we are really pleased with the writing and learning we have done on Nelson Mandela.
This week all of us in Year 3 have really enjoyed writing diaries as if we were on the bus with Rosa
Parks.
Year 4 have done really well and they have enjoyed writing description in their stories.
Year 5 have had great fun creating and performing an Anglo Saxon and Viking dance.
Year 6 have really engaged with their guided reading this week.

Just a quick reminder to say that the last day of term is
Wednesday 21st October and that term starts again for
children on Tuesday 3rd November.

Harvest Donations
I would like to say a BIG thank you to all the generous food donations for our
Harvest collection. They will be put to great use supporting people in these difficult
times.
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A note about safeguarding…
If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our
pupils, please contact the school to speak to Mr Finlay, Mrs Brewer, Mrs
Purnell or Mr Cox. The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us
all.

TERM DATES 2020-2021
Term
Start

1st

September 2020

End

Wednesday

21st

1

Tuesday

2
3

Monday 2nd November 2020
Monday 4th January 2021

Friday 18th December 2020
Friday 12th February 2021

4
5
6

Monday 22nd February 2021
Monday 19th April 2021
Monday 7th June 2021

Thursday 1st April 2021
Friday 28th May 2021
Friday 23rd July 2021
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October 2020

INSET
Tuesday 1st September 2020
Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Monday 2nd November 2020
Monday 4th January 2021
Tuesday 5th January 2021

