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A note from Mr Cox, Mrs Brewer and Mr Finlay,
Hello and welcome to St Mary’s news.
Welcome to November’s first newsletter. Since our last newsletter the children have produced some
thoughtful work linked to Remembrance. I have also been very privileged to see some incredible writing
going on across the school. The children at St Mary’s are working extremely hard and producing some
outstanding work.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
Remote Learning
Just to give another update on remote learning: Should individual families need to self-isolate then any
communication and learning on a 1 to 1 basis will be done through Seesaw. If for any reason an entire bubble, Key
Stage or whole school needs to be closed then the Trust has taken the decision that all schools are to use ‘Google
Classrooms’. I am currently working on a set of guidelines and how to do guides, which will be sent out in a timely
way to those needing to use Google Classroom.

Online Communication and Use of Social Media.
With the way that we are having to live our lives at the moment, especially now that we have gone in to a second
lockdown, the use of Social Media to keep in touch has increased greatly. Whilst it is vitally important for children to
keep in touch I would please ask that we are all aware of how our young people are using social media and ensure
that any posting and comments are appropriate. Many of these social media platforms have in their terms and
conditions age advice. For example, What’s App has changed its age advice from 13 to 16 as from March 2018, Tik
Tok has suggested an age appropriateness of 13. Thank you for your continuing support with this, in looking after
the safety and wellbeing of all.
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Leaving the school site
At the end of the day could I please ask that once you have your children / child could you please leave
promptly and not stand near the school gates. We need to keep space and movement going once the
children have been safely handed over.
Parents Evening
Thank you to everyone for the effort in getting to grips with the new technology for parents evening. I am
sorry to those of you who encountered technical issues. We will endeavour to iron those out for next time. If
you did not manage to get an appointment for whatever reason please contact the school and we will
arrange a phone conversation with yourselves and the class teacher.

What we have done well
In this edition of the newsletter I would like to take the opportunity to actually praise the school as a whole. I
have been very impressed with the way in which the children have been working in class. As I go around the
school I see settled, focused learners. We have been working hard on making sure that St Mary’s is a calm
and focused school and the children have been ensuring that they move around the school in a very calm
way.
I would also like to say thank you to the staff for their amazing effort in these difficult times. Whatever we
end up having to do they carry it out with the same level of enthusiasm and dedication as always.

From this term we now have a set of Golden Rules. These are displayed in all classrooms and certain other
areas in the school. They are created to ensure that all children in all classes have the same expectations for
how the conduct themselves in school.
The Golden Rules are:- 1. We are honest, we do not cover up the truth.
2. We listen to people, We do not interrupt.
3. We always do our best, We do not waste our own or others’ time.
4. We are polite and helpful, we are not unkind.
5. We look after property, We do not waste or damage things.
6. We look after each other, we do not hurt anyone.

Celebrations
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Community Wellbeing Hub (formerly called the Compassionate Community Hub).
I have attached a copy of a flyer, reminding everyone of the free support that there is available to
all, especially in these challenging times.

Next week is National Anti-Bullying Week.
In school we take this opportunity to revisit what bullying is and remind children about the importance of
speaking out. The children will be doing age appropriate activities in class to support their understanding of
how to deal with incidents of bullying should they come across them in the future.
As part of anti-bullying week, it is National Wear Odd Sock Day on Monday 16th November.

Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity to encourage people to express themselves and
celebrate their individuality and what makes us all unique!
Miss Humphries will be sending out more information in a Parentmail.
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Our core value this term is Community (Koinonia) Here are some activities that you can do with your
child/ren to explore this value together.
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A note about safeguarding…
If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our
pupils, please contact the school to speak to Mr Finlay, Mrs Brewer, Mrs
Purnell or Mr Cox. The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us
all.

TERM DATES 2020-2021
Term
Start

1st

September 2020

End

Wednesday

21st
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Monday 2nd November 2020
Monday 4th January 2021

Friday 18th December 2020
Friday 12th February 2021
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Monday 22nd February 2021
Monday 19th April 2021
Monday 7th June 2021

Thursday 1st April 2021
Friday 28th May 2021
Friday 23rd July 2021
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October 2020

INSET
Tuesday 1 September 2020
Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Monday 2nd November 2020
Monday 4th January 2021
Tuesday 5th January 2021
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