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A note from Mr Cox,
Hello and welcome to St Mary’s news.
We’re BACK!
A big thank you to everyone for getting the children ready for this week. It has been just brilliant to have
the school full again and to hear the noise of children working hard and enjoying themselves.
During the first week, it has been very important to settle the children back into the way of school life. The
teachers have been spending time ensuring that routines are back in place and that the children
remember the rules in school. It has also been an important time to re-establish friendships.
We have adjusted our class routines to allow the children time to settle back in. Tasks have been broken
down more and additional breaks in learning have been put in. Over the next couple of weeks, we will be
assessing where the children are and finding out how much learning has been missed, if any at all. This will
then enable us to support the children to ensure their learning is not affected long term. This assessment
information, along with how well they have settled back in, will form part of the parent meetings in two
weeks’ time.
In school, we now have a portable defibrillator and I would like to thank the PTA for funding this and
making it happen. Currently it is in school but I am looking at getting it located outside to allow the
community use of it, should it be needed. I would also like to thank Mr Tim Smart for donating bags of
compost for the school garden.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons

Thank you to everyone for the outstanding effort that went into the home learning. I know that all the
staff really appreciated the effort that went in at home to ensure that the children kept learning during
lockdown.
A big change that is happening this term at St Mary’s is the way that we use our library. We have
purchased a system called Accelerated Reader. The reason for this purchase is to better support the
individual reading of all children. This system will be in operation from Year 2 upwards as Reception and
Year 1 will carry on with their SoundsWrite books which is linked to our phonics scheme. One of the main
advantages of Accelerated reader is that it allows the children to complete an online comprehension quiz
about the book they have just read. This information can then be used by staff to support children if they
are finding certain aspects of reading difficult.
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Celebrating Success at St Mary’s

This week’s stars are:
Rafe Tanner - Reception
Cooper Redman-Richards – Year 1
Imogen Holland – Year 2
Mog Hill – Year 3
Logan Curtis – Year 4
Freddie Thorne – Year 5
Ben Rogers – Year 6
This week’s winning house:

Samborne
With 6404 points

Well done
To raise money for comic relief the school is having a mufti day on
Friday 19th March and is also asking the children to wear something
red if they can.

Thank you to our local
Constabulary for providing
the barriers outside the
school, which are helping us
to keep everyone safe at
drop off and pick up.
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A few reminders
Thank you to everyone for the effort that went into making all the children look really smart on the
first week back. I appreciate in these challenging times it can be difficult to get hold of school uniform
especially as everyone had the same short window to get ready.
Just a few items I noticed going around classes: Some children are not in black shoes and hair bands
should be blue, black or white. Also, long hair needs to be kept out of the way, especially for P.E.
lessons, as it is safer.
School development Updates:
This term we will be continuing to develop and strengthen the middle leadership of the school. The focus will
be on ensuring that threshold concepts are taught and reached by children in each subject and time will be
spent observing the quality of provision in different subjects within the classroom.
We will also be re-establishing the school council and asking the children to support the ongoing changes in
their school.
Each subject lead will be looking at their curriculum area and making sure that the Christian values of the
school underpin all areas of the curriculum.

Community Wellbeing Hub (formerly called the Compassionate Community Hub).
I have attached a copy of a flyer, reminding everyone of the free support that there is available to
all, especially in these challenging times.
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A note about safeguarding…
If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our
pupils, please contact the school to speak to Mr Finlay, Mrs Brewer, Mrs
Purnell or Mr Cox. The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us
all.

Useful information
Below is a link that will take you to the Government website with information for families to order Lateral Flow
Test Kits should you wish to
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff

Key Stage One – Spare Clothes
If anyone has any spare or no longer used uniform / underwear that they would be willing to donate to
the school, this would be very much appreciated.

Date

Event
19th

Friday
March
Tuesday 23rd March

Thursday 1st April

Comic Relief – Wear mufti / something red and bring a £1 donation
Parents’ Evening Appointments
1pm-3:10pm – Year 3
3:30pm-5:30pm – All other year groups
Reverend Blewett in school for Collective Worship
Theatre Company in school – Wizard of Oz production
Parents’ Evening Appointments
4:30pm-7:10pm
Last day of Term 4

Monday 19th April

First day of Term 5

Wednesday 24th March
Thursday 25th March
Thursday 25th March

TERM DATES 2020-2021
Term

4
5
6

Start

End

22nd

Thursday 1st April 2021
Friday 28th May 2021
Friday 23rd July 2021

Monday
February 2021
th
Monday 19 April 2021
Monday 7th June 2021
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